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The offer was promptly and gratefully accepted
by Shelley. The fact of Clare's presence in
Venice had, perforce, to be kept dark; for that
there was no help; the great thing was to get her
and Allegra away as soon as possible. He sent
directions to Mary to pack up at once and travel
with the least possible delay to Este. There he
would meet her with Clare, Allegra, and Klise,
who were to be established, with Mary's little
ones, at Byron's villa, Casa Cappucini, while she
and he proceeded to Venice.

When the letter came, Mary had the Gis-
bornes staying with her on a visit. For that
reason, and on account of little Clara's indisposi-
tion, the summons to depart so suddenly can
hardly have been welcome ; she; obeyed it, how-
ever, and left the Bagni di Lucca on the 3ist of
August. Owing to delays about the passport,
her journey took rather longer than they had
expected. The intense heat of the weather,
added to the fatigue of travelling and probably
change of diet, seriously affected the poor baby,
who, by the time they got to Este on 5th Septem-
ber, was dangerously ill. Shelley, who had been
waiting for them impatiently, was also far from
well, and their visit to Venice had to be deferred
for more than a fortnight, during which Mary
had time to hear enough of Venetian society to
horrify and disgust her.